Posting Tax Legislation to BTAX
(House Bill, Senate Bill, Act Language & Committee Reports)

I. Overview
BTAX hosts federal tax legislative materials as they move through Congress. We capture and publish:
· Full text of House and Senate Bills (as introduced or passed)
· Committee reports (House, Senate, JCT, Conference)
· Final Act language after passage by both chambers (before presidential signature)
Note: Not all legislation has committee reports, and sometimes House, Senate, and Act language may be identical (no amendments).

II. When & Where We Post
	Stage
	BTAX Label
	Notes

	Passed by House
	House Bill Language
	May be added before full passage if high interest

	Passed by Senate
	Senate Bill Language
	Same timing as House version

	Passed both chambers
	Act Language
	Posted after passage, before signed by President

	Committee reports released
	Committee Reports
	Posted only after related bill language is added

	Final enacted law
	Move to “Enacted”
	Via JIRA request by Paula


If not signed into law, content appears under “Proposed” for the relevant Congress.

III. File Naming Standards (BWIP)
Each document uses this file naming structure:
[Congress #]:[bill #]-[sort order]_[description]
Examples:
· 115:h4240-20_HouseBill
· 115:h4240-02_ActLang
📌 Bill numbers must be 4 digits (e.g., H0420 not H420).

IV. Versions of Legislation
1. House Bill Language
· Prefix: H.R.
· Use: As introduced or passed by the House
· May include: Amendments, committee changes

2. Senate Bill Language
· Prefix: S.
· Use: As introduced or passed by the Senate
· Often differs: From the House version

3. Act Language
· Use: Unified final version passed by both chambers
· May include: Reconciled provisions
· Final: Often assigned a Public Law (PL) number

🔍 Engrossed vs Enrolled Versions
	Version
	Description

	Engrossed
	Passed by one chamber; includes amendments

	Enrolled
	Final version passed by both chambers; sent to the President



V. Committee Reports
1. Joint Committee Reports
· Purpose: Oversight, investigations, studies
· Not for: Resolving legislative differences
· Examples:
· Joint Committee on Taxation
· Joint Economic Committee

2. Conference Reports
· Purpose: Reconcile differences between House and Senate bills
· Process:
1. Conferees appointed
2. Compromise bill created
3. Report issued and voted on by both chambers
	Feature
	Joint Committee Report
	Conference Report

	Purpose
	Informational
	Reconciliation

	Binding
	No
	Yes

	Committee
	Standing
	Temporary

	Associated w/ Bills
	Rare
	Always



VI. How a Bill Becomes Law
1. Introduced in House or Senate
2. Referred to relevant committee
3. Committee action (approve, reject, revise)
4. Passed by one chamber (debate, amend, vote)
5. Sent to second chamber (repeat process)
6. If needed, Conference Committee reconciles differences
7. Final version passed by both chambers
8. Sent to President (sign, veto, or do nothing)
9. If vetoed, Congress may override (⅔ vote in both chambers)

VII. Posting Process (BTAX)
Step 1: Review JIRA Ticket
· Initiated by Paula
· Includes key milestones and type of content (e.g., House Bill, JCT Report)
Step 2: Select Template
· Use appropriate template from in-tmleg queue in BWIP
· Create working file
Step 3: Fill Template Fields
Include:
· unit.start.class.code
· class.name
· pdm.name
· unit.code, unit.name
· Date fields
· cite.url ref to official source
Common pdm.name, unit.code, unit.name:
	pdm.name
	unit.code
	unit.name

	House_Lang
	hxxxx-20
	House Bill Language

	Senate_Lang
	hxxxx-40
	Senate Bill Language

	Act_Lang
	hxxxx-02
	Act Language

	Comm_Rprt
	hxxxx-30
	Committee Report

	JCT_Explan
	hxxxx-10
	JCT Explanation





<pdm.module>
  <info.unit>
    <unit.start class.code="XXX" class.name="xxxth Congress (20xx-20xx)" copyright.owner="The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc." pdm.name="XXXX" service.code="leg-ref" subclass.code="hXXXX" subclass.name="NAME" unit.code="hXXXX-20" unit.name="XXXX"/>
    <annotated.source>
      <name>House Engrossed, ________________ (H.R. xxxx), passed ______</name>
      <legislative.history day="XX" month="XX" year="20XX">
        <related.to>
          <tax.legislative.document legislative.category="Proposed" legislative.resource="Source Documents"/>
        </related.to>
        <p>Full <cite.url ref="https://www.___________">text</cite.url> of the House Engrossed, _________________, passed ____________.</p>
      </legislative.history>
    </annotated.source>
  </info.unit>
</pdm.module>








Step 4: Validate and Post
· Run validation on completed file
· Post to BTAX
· Notify Paula for review and possible corrections

VIII. File Locations
· In BWIP:
Service: leg-ref
· In BTAX:
Federal Update – Primary Sources Collection

✅ Questions?
Reach out to Paula for JIRA instructions or BTAX Team for technical assistance.

