Preface
[bookmark: main000b][bookmark: jcite][bookmark: sectionA0R8B7D3Q4ESP0ixESPb_0]This Fourth Edition of Electronic and Software Patents: Law and Practice includes new discussions of important recent developments. It adds expanded discussion of patent eligibility after Alice, including decisions by the Federal Circuit striking down business, financial, or entrepreneurial inventions as patent-ineligible; claims interpretation in inter partes review and other post-grant proceedings for patent drafters following Cuozzo, in which the Supreme Court upheld the Patent Office’s regulation that the “broadest reasonable interpretation” standard applies to claims considered during inter partes review; enhanced damages under the Patent Act after the Supreme Court’s decision in Halo Electronics; detailed guidance on conducting successful interviews after the patent application is filed; examination of patent infringement and recent case law; and analysis of the impact of the Defend Trade Secrets Act, which went into effect on May 11, 2024.
This Fourth Edition is co-published with the American Intellectual Property Law Association (AIPLA). In many respects, this treatise owes its existence to the Electronic and Software Protection Committee of AIPLA. Four contributing authors to this treatise—Rick Nydegger, Ken Nigon, Lew Gable, and Brad Forrest—have been chairs of the Committee. A number of other contributing authors have been active and strong contributors to the Committee’s causes for almost 25 years. It was this group that inspired us to embark on the project that developed into Electronic and Software Patents: Law and Practice and its subsequent editions and supplements. We believed that this group of talented and scholarly individuals was capable of producing a strong, informative, and up-to-date reference that would be of great value. The treatise is a calculated mix of academically oriented legal analysis and practical advice on how to draft and prosecute winning patents.
Again, we thank all the contributors for their help in preparing this Fourth Edition and the editorial staff of the Bloomberg BNA Books Division for editing the contributions to the text. Special thanks also go to Bloomberg BNA Books Division Acquisitions Manager Elizabeth Turqman, who took over this treatise from Jim Fattibene, and Senior Book Editor Joanne Nobile, whose editorial and organizational skills have kept the book on track and in excellent shape. We look forward to continuing to work with them in the coming years.
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