Foreword
This volume launches a partnership between the American Intellectual Property Law Association (AIPLA) and BNA that is both natural and long overdue. Both institutions can trace their roots in intellectual property law back for the better part of a century, and both have remained at the cutting edge of this legal specialty. Moreover, this Third Edition of Electronic and Software Patents: Law and Practice continues to include many contributors who have long been leaders in AIPLA. 
As a practical matter, this pairing brings together AIPLA’s subject matter expertise and institutional continuity with BNA’s well-established reputation as a leading publisher of law-related materials, particularly in intellectual property. From AIPLA’s point of view, this is an opportunity to expand our recognized leadership in IP matters and to mobilize our substantive committees to develop and nurture projects that they can manage and expand across the years; for BNA, the relationship provides unparalleled product development and marketing opportunities. It is a win-win formula.
The ultimate winner is the user of this fundamental and timely work. Steve Lundberg’s excellent treatise is a fitting beginning to the AIPLA–BNA venture, and we look forward to its success and to the promise of this partnership in future efforts.
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