VIRGINIA
Added for 1/03/24:
· TMST-124907	Va. Att'y Gen. Opinion No. 23-001, 12/18/23

[bookmark: section(4)(4)(2)_0][bookmark: ]2.4.2.  Personal Property — Compare 
[bookmark: 7A994EB93DB84399ADFDB26B1D082462]Situs for assessment and taxation purposes of tangible personal property, merchants' capital, and machinery and tools, is in the taxing jurisdiction in which the property is physically located on the tax day.42
42 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a).
[bookmark: 723E6E18D9E143878273723C1B12E815]Motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes that are considered personal property have situs where the items are normally garaged, docked, or parked. However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are registered in Virginia, but are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. The Virginia Attorney General has held that “normally vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked” means that the vehicle must have been located in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.43
43 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 

[bookmark: 677C332E4C9D44EABF6CA2560BEF8E79]Intangible personal property has situs where the owner is domiciled.44
44 Taylor v. Commonwealth, 98 S.E. 5 (Va. 1919); Rixey's Ex'rs v. Commonwealth, 99 S.E. 573 (Va. 1919).

[bookmark: section(1)_0]15.1.  General Taxability and Exemptions — Compare 
[bookmark: 5AE5B5659F5546DB9A0248400F800CD6]Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods. Some types of vehicles are also considered separate classes on which local governments may levy taxes at different rates from the tax levied on other tangible personal property.849
849 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506, as amended by 2022 Va. H.B. 1239, effective retroactive to Jan. 1, 2022, expires Jan. 1, 2025.
For example, beginning Jan. 1, 2022, the following classifications of vehicles are a separate class on which local governing bodies may levy a different tax rate:
• automobiles described in Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(3);
• trucks of less than two tons described in Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(4);
• trucks and other vehicles; motor vehicles with specially designed equipment for use by the handicapped described in Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(9); and
[bookmark: 7B130F4D911749978867CEA4181CFBE1]• motorcycles, mopeds, all-terrain vehicles, off-road motorcycles, campers, and other recreational vehicles described in Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(10).850
850 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506(A)(48), as added by 2022 Va. H.B. 1239, effective retroactive to Jan. 1, 2022, expires Jan. 1, 2025.
[bookmark: CC26F112831B4FE2B60164B37116BBFC]The situs of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.851
851 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but that are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 


[bookmark: section(2)(2)(1)_0]15.2.1.  Common Carriers — Compare 
[bookmark: 61FF248717C44E56A1BFE4B73829A0DE]A local governing body in Virginia may levy a tax on different types of motor vehicles at different rates from the tax levied on other tangible personal property, although the rate of tax may not exceed the rate applicable to the general class of tangible personal property.852
852 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506(A), as amended by 2014 Va. H.B. 44,§ 1, effective July 1, 2014, by 2015 Va. H.B. 2098, § 1, effective July 1, 2015, by 2016 Va. H.B. 15, § 1, effective July 1, 2016, by 2017 Va. S.B. 1205, § 1, effective July 1, 2017, by 2020 Va. S.B. 273, effective for taxable years after Jan. 1, 2019, by 2020 Va. H.B. 1021, effective July 1, 2020, and by 2022 Va. H.B. 1239, effective retroactive to Jan. 1, 2022, expires Jan. 1, 2025.
[bookmark: 7EC4BE273BE84102802CF4A92B9B0FD2]There are a large number of these classes, including motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers with a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or more used to transport property for hire by a motor carrier engaged in interstate commerce.853
853 See, e.g., Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506(A)(44), as amended by 2014 Va. H.B. 44,§ 1, effective July 1, 2014; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506(A)(25).
Reports from Certified Motor Vehicle Carriers
[bookmark: 59160E91AA854AC2BE55F471E5DAE732]Certified motor vehicle carriers must submit reports annually by March 1, listing all rolling stock owned or operated as of Jan. 1, and the total vehicle miles traveled both within and outside the state during the previous year.854
854 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2654.
Valuation of Motor Vehicles
[bookmark: 4E805FE0E47B440CA91FA4485DDA81E2]Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods. However, separate classification may apply to types of vehicles that are considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.855
855 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503, as amended by 2022 Va. H.B. 1231, effective July 1, 2022; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506, as amended by 2022 Va. H.B. 1239, effective retroactive to Jan. 1, 2022, expires Jan. 1, 2025.
[bookmark: 12D69095B80E46D884B8C86B5DD8340C]Most automobiles and trucks are valued by means of a recognized pricing guide. If the model and year of the individual vehicle are not listed in the guide, the individual vehicle may be valued on the basis of percentage of the original cost. However, motor vehicles with specially designed equipment for use by the handicapped are valued by determining their actual market value if offered for sale on the open market.856
856 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503, as amended by 2022 Va. H.B. 1231, effective July 1, 2022.
[bookmark: 1A8DD5E80D9B4439BE3B41B61C8C3FF7]Beginning July 1, 2022, for any locality in which a commissioner of revenue or other assessing official adjusts the valuation of automobiles (but not antique vehicles, taxicabs, and vehicles designed for the disabled) to account for the vehicle's mileage, similar adjustments must also be made for motorcycles, mopeds, all-terrain vehicles, off-road motorcycles, campers, and other recreational vehicles.857
857 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503, as amended by 2022 Va. H.B. 1231, effective July 1, 2022.
Situs of Motor Vehicles
[bookmark: 8A98548F6EE348E29F9584BF0435ABE5]The situs of motor vehicles and, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.858
858 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but that are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 


[bookmark: section(3)(3)(1)_0]15.3.1.  Common Carriers — Compare 
[bookmark: 90128EEA682A4BF99AF693B3ECABCEDC]Aircraft are considered tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Aircraft are separately categorized from other tangible personal property for valuation purposes but not for rate purposes.886
886 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A).
[bookmark: 7B370BD9CA4F46D4B0101043094F214D]Aircraft are valued by means of a recognized pricing guide or a percentage or percentages of original cost.887
887 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(13).
Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods.888
888 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
Though vehicles may be classified separately for valuation purposes, those are not considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.889
889 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
Situs of Aircraft
[bookmark: A0FBAA8612224EE9AED8599FC9117F58]The situs of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanesaircraft  is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle aircraft is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.890
890 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but that are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 


[bookmark: section(3)(3)(2)_0]15.3.2.  Property for Private or Personal Use — Compare 
[bookmark: 7A4C24353C8646028F5804583F005547]Aircraft are considered tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Aircraft are separately categorized from other tangible personal property for valuation purposes but not for rate purposes.891
891 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A).
[bookmark: 9F4077AAB9474356B3AD5DB33C64BC28]Aircraft are valued by means of a recognized pricing guide or a percentage or percentages of original cost.892
892 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(13).
Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods.893
893 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
Though vehicles may be classified separately for valuation purposes, those are not considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.894
894 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
Situs of Aircraft
[bookmark: 6A5C1B6963EB42398DBC9B4DC2B88FA8]The situs of aircraft motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle aircraft is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.895
895 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but that are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 


[bookmark: section(4)(4)(1)_0]15.4.1.  Common Carriers — Compare 
[bookmark: 33ACDC06FA2D43399037978DE929B228]Boats and watercraft, including fishing vessels and items permanently attached to such vessels, are considered tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia.897
897 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-1101(A)(9); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(11); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(12); see also Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506, as amended by 2014 Va. H.B. 44, § 1, effective July 1, 2014, by 2015 Va. H.B. 2098, § 1, effective July 1, 2015, by 2016 Va. H.B. 15, § 1, effective July 1, 2016; by 2017 Va. S.B. 1205, § 1, effective July 1, 2017, and by 2020 Va. S.B. 273, effective for taxable years after Jan. 1, 2019.
[bookmark: CB6DFDE2E88B4AE3B98360841D253441]Boats weighing under five tons and boat trailers are valued by means of a recognized pricing guide or a percentage or percentages of original cost. Boats or watercraft weighing five tons or more are valued by means of a percentage of original cost.898
898 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-1101(A)(9); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(11); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(12).
Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods. Though vehicles may be classified separately for valuation purposes, those are not considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.899
899 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
Situs of Boats and Watercraft
[bookmark: 72BE4CD0BD3C45A68472ED8B3118D531]The situs of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes and watercraft is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle vessel is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.900
900 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but that are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 


15.4.2.  Property for Private or Personal Use — Compare 
[bookmark: 60341226B73446698A238A3DD248CC67]Boats and watercraft, including fishing vessels and items permanently attached to such vessels, are considered tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia.901
901 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-1101(A)(9); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(11); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(12); see also Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3506, as amended by 2014 Va. H.B. 44, § 1, effective July 1, 2014, by 2015 Va. H.B. 2098, § 1, effective July 1, 2015, by 2016 Va. H.B. 15, § 1, effective July 1, 2016, by 2017 Va. S.B. 1205, § 1, effective July 1, 2017, by 2020 Va. S.B. 273, effective for taxable years after Jan. 1, 2019; and by 2020 Va. H.B. 1021, effective July 1, 2020.
[bookmark: 1D2F6ABD62194B1DB359CAE8C130AF12]Boats weighing under five tons and boat trailers are valued by means of a recognized pricing guide or a percentage or percentages of original cost. Boats or watercraft weighing five tons or more are valued by means of a percentage of original cost.902
902 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-1101(A)(9); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3500; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(11); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503(A)(12).
Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods. Though vehicles may be classified separately for valuation purposes, those are not considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.903
903 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
Situs of Boats and Watercraft
[bookmark: E9C64A559AAA44C6A03BF341477526FF]The situs of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats and watercraft, and airplanes is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle vessel is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality. When the vehicle meets the physical presence test to have situs in Virginia, the state in which the vehicle is registered is irrelevant.904
904 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).
However, vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds that are normally garaged, docked, or parked in another state, but that are registered in Virginia, have situs in the county in which the vehicle is registered. A vehicle over 10,000 pounds that does not meet the six-month requirement to be “normally garaged” in Virginia and is not registered in Virginia does not have tax situs in any Virginia locality.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 23-001 (Dec. 18, 2023) (https://www.oag.state.va.us/files/Opinions/2023/23-001-Bell-issued.pdf). ] 


[bookmark: section(5)(5)(1)_0]15.5.1.  Common Carriers — Compare 
[bookmark: 3BB8490B4AF7431C822D6493C3DDEDC0]Generally, railroad property and rolling stock in Virginia is centrally assessed by the Department of Taxation and taxed by the locality in which the property is located. The Virginia Tax Commissioner values the operating property of railroads and the rolling stock of freight car companies using the best available information.906
906 Va. Const. art. X, § 2; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2600; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2607; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2609.
[bookmark: 9042A0614CCF450F93B2726D0D4846D1]The department assesses railroad property at 100 percent of fair market value.907
907 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2655; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3201.
[bookmark: 1DFD74E1D9694E2EA3E892066BF1D361][bookmark: 86DF0A6650E64025BEDE91A5C743255C][bookmark: 36088ED27A8A41479139A72136094C0D]Railroads must report their real and tangible personal property owned as of the preceding Dec. 31 to the Department of Taxation by April 15 each year, and freight car companies must report the aggregate number of miles traveled by their cars during the previous year as well as the average number of miles traveled per day for each class of car. The report must also list each local taxing district in which their property is located.908 From that report, the department provides localities with a list of all railroad non-operating property located in each taxing district.909 Each locality may assess and tax all non-operating railroad property in its district so long as it treats railroad property in the same manner as all other property.910
908 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653.
909 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2609; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653.
910 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2607(B); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3201.
[bookmark: E626935300D84BFF9BE845949B9771B2][bookmark: 7F903DA3BB964ED9B53B68F02DC58D62][bookmark: 51924320E07B451C9D0975771908AB21]Rolling stock is segregated from the rest of tangible property and is assessed and taxed only by the department; localities may not impose any tax on rolling stock. The commissioner also determines the average value of the rolling stock of motor vehicle carriers used in the state. For interstate carriers, the rolling stock used in the state is calculated based on the proportion of total vehicle miles traveled in Virginia versus total vehicle miles traveled overall. Certified motor vehicle carriers must submit reports annually by March 1, listing all rolling stock owned or operated as of Jan. 1, and the total vehicle miles traveled both within and outside the state during the previous year.911 The Department of Taxation taxes rolling stock at a rate of $1 per $100 of assessed value.912 The revenue collected by the state, based on rolling stock, is then redistributed to localities based on the track mileage used by rolling stock in each taxing district.913
911 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2655.
912 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2652.
913 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2658.1.
[bookmark: 6E992A6095A846BC97F96A29AC26588D]The Virginia Tax Commissioner values the operating property of railroads and the rolling stock of freight car companies using the best available information. The commissioner also determines the average value of the rolling stock of motor vehicle carriers used in the state. For interstate carriers, the rolling stock used in the state is calculated based on the proportion of total vehicle miles traveled in Virginia versus total vehicle miles traveled overall.914
914 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2655.
[bookmark: 0D6C513AC3B8489AB30D69953363D147]Railroads must report their real and tangible personal property owned as of the preceding Dec. 31 to the Department of Taxation by April 15 each year, and freight car companies must report the aggregate number of miles traveled by their cars during the previous year as well as the average number of miles traveled per day for each class of car.915
915 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653.
[bookmark: 2B3E1BAB43BE4323A8D690BD3B64D903]Certified motor vehicle carriers must submit reports annually by March 1, listing all rolling stock owned or operated as of Jan. 1, and the total vehicle miles traveled both within and outside the state during the previous year.916
916 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2654.
Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods. Though vehicles may be classified separately for valuation purposes, those are not considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.917
917 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
The situs of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality.918
918 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).

[bookmark: section(5)(5)(2)_0]5.5.2.  Property for Private or Personal Use — Compare 
[bookmark: 38CFA0A2D6AA4BB195D39D906CBD007E]Generally, railroad property and rolling stock in Virginia is centrally assessed by the Department of Taxation and taxed by the locality in which the property is located. The Virginia Tax Commissioner values the operating property of railroads and the rolling stock of freight car companies using the best available information.919
919 Va. Const. art. X, § 2; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2600; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2607; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2609.
[bookmark: 0A5774E265134DD68506C1BA0454D7DB]The department assesses railroad property at 100 percent of fair market value.920
920 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2655; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3201.
[bookmark: F5FB9AFA28B24E3AAC9FA83A2D3190F8][bookmark: 1F12A475CD4E479D8024C16BA3795505][bookmark: 26664F817334416DBAEE4B78AE279614]Railroads must report their real and tangible personal property owned as of the preceding Dec. 31 to the Department of Taxation by April 15 each year, and freight car companies must report the aggregate number of miles traveled by their cars during the previous year as well as the average number of miles traveled per day for each class of car. The report must also list each local taxing district in which their property is located.921 From that report, the department provides localities with a list of all railroad non-operating property located in each taxing district.922 Each locality may assess and tax all non-operating railroad property in its district so long as it treats railroad property in the same manner as all other property.923
921 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653.
922 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2609; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653.
923 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2607(B); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3201.
[bookmark: EA81A0399305439EAD9AC9C0D97F02A3][bookmark: 86CC48BBB421409DBFC8A810FD0842FE][bookmark: 545C91EDCE8F44749F93B9D631BF59AB]Rolling stock is segregated from the rest of tangible property and is assessed and taxed only by the department; localities may not impose any tax on rolling stock. The commissioner also determines the average value of the rolling stock of motor vehicle carriers used in the state. For interstate carriers, the rolling stock used in the state is calculated based on the proportion of total vehicle miles traveled in Virginia versus total vehicle miles traveled overall. Certified motor vehicle carriers must submit reports annually by March 1, listing all rolling stock owned or operated as of Jan. 1, and the total vehicle miles traveled both within and outside the state during the previous year.924 The Department of Taxation taxes rolling stock at a rate of $1 per $100 of assessed value.925 The revenue collected by the state, based on rolling stock, is then redistributed to localities based on the track mileage used by rolling stock in each taxing district.926
924 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653; Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2655.
925 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2652.
926 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2658.1.
[bookmark: 86C5D69A288C4522AE3EA5E2241A9E83]The Virginia Tax Commissioner values the operating property of railroads and the rolling stock of freight car companies using the best available information. The commissioner also determines the average value of the rolling stock of motor vehicle carriers used in the state. For interstate carriers, the rolling stock used in the state is calculated based on the proportion of total vehicle miles traveled in Virginia versus total vehicle miles traveled overall.927
927 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2655.
[bookmark: 38C4C0D1DB6448F7933361CEF49816B2]Railroads must report their real and tangible personal property owned as of the preceding Dec. 31 to the Department of Taxation by April 15 each year, and freight car companies must report the aggregate number of miles traveled by their cars during the previous year as well as the average number of miles traveled per day for each class of car.928
928 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2653.
[bookmark: 2D7E04C4C905437D8A595D5BF23C2C58]Certified motor vehicle carriers must submit reports annually by March 1, listing all rolling stock owned or operated as of Jan. 1, and the total vehicle miles traveled both within and outside the state during the previous year.929
929 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-2654.
Motor vehicles of all sorts are generally considered items of tangible personal property subject to local taxation in Virginia. Like all other property, motor vehicles are valued at fair market value, although different types may be classified separately and valued according to different methods. Though vehicles may be classified separately for valuation purposes, those are not considered separate classes for tax rate purposes.930
930 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3503.
The situs of motor vehicles, travel trailers, boats, and airplanes is, with certain exceptions, the locality where the vehicle is normally garaged, docked, or parked. The property's situs is its permanent location, not merely the physical location of the property on tax day or a casual or incidental location during the course of transit. The Virginia Attorney General has held that vehicles must be garaged, docked, or parked in a Virginia locality for at least six months in order to be taxed in that locality.931
931 Va. Code Ann. § 58.1-3511(a); Virginia Attorney General Opinion No. 03-004 (Feb. 6, 2013); Virginia Dept. of Taxn., Virginia Ruling of the Commissioner No. 16-42 (March 31, 2016).

