[bookmark: _GoBack]FINAL - 2019 EFIN Validation Interim Process (rev. 7.10.18)
The current EFIN Validation process will continue, as we did in 2018, for Filing Season 2019.  This document was updated with clarifying information, no changes were made to the existing process.
The following outlines the process for which the EFIN validation and Vendor Control Number Submission will follow during the 2019 Filing Season. 
Vendor Control Number (VCN)
The Vendor Control Number is an alpha – numeric field in the electronic return header. The Vendor Control Number is a prerequisite to electronic EFIN validation.  The vision is to allow software developers to validate an EFIN prior to the sale of their software and then assign a unique 12-digit Vendor Control Number to the EFIN.  The Vendor Control Number will be populated in the VendorControlNum element in the 1040/1040NR return header for validation by IRS prior to acceptance of the return by IRS. MeF business rules require the VCN to be populated at filing.

Each software developer will continue to use the two-character prefix previously assigned by the IRS to avoid potential VCN duplication across industry.  The software developer should then use the assigned prefix as the first two characters of a unique 12-character Vendor Control Number.  This Vendor Control Number must accompany all submissions from the EFIN using the software package they purchased.  The software developer should also maintain a list of Vendor Control Numbers that they have assigned along with the EFIN and Software ID.  
Although the schema allows for a Vendor Control Number less than 12 characters, and up to 16 characters, IRS strongly recommends that it be a minimum of 12 characters in length.  IRS also highly discourages embedding easily identifiable information in the Vendor Control Number such as an EFIN or Software ID or consecutive numbers (e.g. 12345…).  Although the VendorControlNum element is optional in the 1040/1040NR return headers, it is required to be present through use of a business rule.  Failure to include the VendorControlNum element will result in the return being rejected. 
IRS will provide the ability for vendors to validate EFINS and assign a Vendor Control Number to an EFIN. This will be done via an exchange of one file between vendor and IRS. The file will be used by vendor to submit EFINS for validation and will be returned by IRS with validation results.  The file will also be used to attribute the assigned vendor control number to a valid EFIN and Software ID. 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW
· File Naming Conventions cannot be changed, these have been prescribed to the SDT file exchange, incorrect file names will not be recognized or processed
· Files should be uploaded to SDT no later than 8:30pm EST.  
· We are expecting only one file per day.  At this time, SDT is not copying over multiple files from same industry-partner in a day before the 8:30 PM cut-off time.  
· Response files will be picked up in a 24 to 48 hour window.
· Reminder for Public key expiration on SDT:  If you’re using a self-generated SSH key pair, you are responsible for tracking the expiration date; unfortunately, no notices are sent.  However, if you’re using an ACES certificate, Identrust sends notices beginning at 90 days out.

Submitting EFINs for Validation
Initially, the Software Industry will submit the file populated with all current EFINs populated with the EFINs needing to be validated, to IRS using the SDT process.   
Note:  Do NOT assign any VCNs for EFINs you are requesting to be validated 
This file must contain the EFIN and tracking number. If the tracking number is not available, then industry must submit the EFIN and the following information:
· EFIN-OWNER-TIN              CHAR(09)
EFIN-OWNER-TIN-TYPE         CHAR(01)
EFIN-OWNER-LEGAL-NAME       CHAR(50)
EFIN-OWNER-DBA-NAME         CHAR(50)
EFIN-ADDR1                  CHAR(50)
EFIN-ADDR2                  CHAR(50)
EFIN-CITY                   CHAR(30)
EFIN-STATE                  CHAR(20)
EFIN-POSTAL                 CHAR(10)

· This file will be submitted to IRS via SDT.   The file must be in this format:
· EFINVCNSoftwareid
· Use the following address to connect to the SDT server via a web browser: https://sdt.irs.gov:11443 for HTTPS or http://sdt.irs.gov:11022 for SFTP

The IRS will return the same file with a valid/invalid indicator (Software Industry response will be automatically sent based on appropriate naming conventions for outgoing files [sent via SDT]
· EFIN_VALID OG Folder 
· \\vp0sentshrcmn18\Common2\EFTU\WI\RICS\TaxPayerAssuranceProgram 
Note:  If you have you have not received a response on the 24-48 hour window, and you submitted your file timely (NLT 8:30pm EST), please check the naming convention of your file.
Assigning the Vendor Control Number
After the vendor has received confirmation from IRS that the EFIN is valid, the Software Industry will assign a Vendor Control Number and resubmit the Software EFIN File with the new EFIN and Customer ID, with their corresponding Software ID and submit to IRS via SDT.  The file format will look like this:
· EFIN (ex – 123456)
· VCN (XX4567890123, where XX is the vendor prefix provided by the IRS)
· Software ID  (23456789)
· Ex: 12345xx456789012323456789
· Files are a complete refresh – no deltas (as requested by IT)
· EFTU will pick up the file and send to IT eServices to associate Vendor Control Number  to EFIN in IT database.




File Exchange
Below is the record layout of the input/output files:
INDUSTRY-CODE               CHAR(06)     Pos: 001-006
STATE-AGENCY-CODE           CHAR(05)     Pos: 007-011  
SEQUENCE                     NUM(06)     Pos: 012-017
TRACKING-NUM                CHAR(20)     Pos: 018-037  
EFIN                        CHAR(06)     Pos: 038-043
RESULT-EFIN-STATUS          CHAR(01)     Pos: 044      (Possible result codes are V-Valid assignment, I-Inactive assignment, D-Deleted assignment, N-EFIN not assigned to this customer)
EFIN-OWNER-TIN              CHAR(09)     Pos: 045-053
EFIN-OWNER-TIN-TYPE         CHAR(01)     Pos: 054
EFIN-OWNER-LEGAL-NAME       CHAR(50)     Pos: 055-104
EFIN-OWNER-DBA-NAME         CHAR(50)     Pos: 105-154
EFIN-ADDR1                  CHAR(50)     Pos: 155-204
EFIN-ADDR2                  CHAR(50)     Pos: 205-254
EFIN-CITY                   CHAR(30)     Pos: 255-284
EFIN-STATE                  CHAR(20)     Pos: 285-304
EFIN-POSTAL                 CHAR(10)     Pos: 305-314
EFIN-COUNTRY                CHAR(03)     Pos: 315-317
EFIN-CONTACT-NAME           CHAR(30)     Pos: 318-347
EFIN-CONTACT-PHONE          CHAR(20)     Pos: 348-367
INDUSTRY-SOFTWARE-ID        CHAR(8)      Pos: 368-377
CUSTOMER-VENDOR-ID          CHAR(16)     Pos: 378-393
INDUSTRY-ACTION-FLAG        CHAR(01)     Pos: 394    
* Ensure that your file has the correct INDUSTRY-CODE or STATE-AGENCY-CODE, otherwise the file will not be recognized or processed.  
Then:
· For VCN save, IRS needs the data in the highlighted fields above, namely EFIN & INDUSTRY-SOFTWARE-ID & CUSTOMER-VENDOR-ID. 
· For EFIN validation, we need data in EFIN & TRACKIN-NUM or EFIN & EFIN-OWNER-TIN & EFIN-OWNER-TIN-TYPE. If the tracking number is not available, then industry must submit the EFIN and the additional information mentioned above in “Submitting EFINs for Validation”

EFIN is 6 bytes in length; EFIN on input file can be of 5 digits; example ‘12345’ is a 5 digit EFIN but when put on the file, it should be prefixed with leading zeroes ‘012345’. Same situation with EFIN-OWNER-TIN as well.
EFIN-OWNER-TIN-TYPE can be either a ‘0’ for SSN or ‘2’ for EIN when EFIN-OWNER-TIN is present.  If blanks in EFIN-OWNER-TIN, then blanks are expected in EFIN-OWNER-TIN-TYPE as well.

The software ID and Customer Vendor ID has been allocated 10 and 16 bytes respectively to accommodate for future increase in length of those ID’s. 

Tracking Number, Software ID and VCN can be smaller than max length allocated and in those cases, left justify the start position of those fields and set trailing blanks on the right if value is less than their max field size.  

We do save other fields on the transaction and they too can be left justified with trailing blanks on the right.

In 2018 we implemented an additional business rule IND162 BR IND-162 (“Thank you for using e-File”), that is an Alert business rule and will not lead to any additional rejects.  If possible, this business rule should not be passed back to the taxpayer/tax preparer if the company has the programming ability to prevent this.  Enabling the business rule will assist the IRS to identify EFINs that are authorized to file using specific software and potentially help to identify fraudulently filed returns.  To perform the validation, MeF will review and confirm EFIN, Software ID and Vendor Control Number.  

Please ensure your information is provided in the correct format and justified as noted below: 
	Field No.
	Field Name
	Length
	Character Position
	Field Description (Values or Source)
	Rules and Guidelines

	1
	EFIN
	6
	00001-00006
	n-n
	Prefix with zeroes for ‘12345’ which will be ‘012345’

	2
	SOFTWARE_ID
	8
	00007-00014
	n-n
	Left justified; ‘17000001’ 

	3
	VENDOR_CONTROL_NUMBER
	16
	00015-00030
	a/n-a/n
	Left justified; blanks to the right

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Length
	30
	
	
	



SID is currently defined as 10 characters long in the input file (allowing for future expansion), but SID assignments for EFILE program are still 8 bytes long and expected to start in column position 368 through 375. Columns 376 and 377 of input file are expected to be blanks as long as SID are 8 characters long.  



We do expect the VCN to begin at column position 378 (and not at column position 376 which causes the first 2 bytes of VCN to be saved as last 2 bytes of SID and might cause validation errors in MeF). 
· For EFIN-SID-VCN transactions to be saved and reported to MeF, at a minimum, we expect the right values in INP-INDUSTRY-CD, EFIN, SID and VCN to be present for us to record that combination in our database. If saved successfully, we report an ‘S’ on INP-INDUSTRY-ACTION-FLAG in column position 394 back in the result file (S-SUCCESS).       
· For EFIN validation transactions, we expect the right values in INP-INDUSTRY-CD, EFIN and either (TRACKING-NUM) or (TAXPAYER_ID & TIN_TYPE) for us to proceed with the request. The EFIN validation result is reported back on INP-RESULT-EFIN-STATUS in column position 44 (V-VALID; I-INACTIVE; D-DELETED; N-NOT-FOUND; E-ERROR if one of more of he expected values are missing in the respective column positions).
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